Use of thrombospondin level to predict the clinical course of atopic dermatitis associated with food hypersensitivity or skin infection.
Plasma thrombospondin (TSP) levels were monitored in patients with atopic dermatitis (AD) exacerbated by food hypersensitivity (FH) or skin infection. In both groups, the TSP levels correlated positively with skin disease severity score from the onset to 2 months after treatment. A sustained TSP level above 250 ng/ml predicted a 7-fold increase in the incidence of flare-up of AD.